
REBECCA COX ON THE REINTERPRETATION OF LANDSCAPE: 

Emotive rather than purely visual, the surf-inspired paintings of Venice, California's Ned 
Evans are obviously evocative of the ocean's sway, but are not depictions so much as a 
collective of physical and sensory reinterpretations of the surf. After nearly five decades 
of surfing and painting, a symbiosis occurs between the two, a deeply interwoven 
relationship feeds both passions. Evans has compiled a wellspring of experiences of and 
from the ocean and its countless perspectives - from the beach’s sand to aerial overviews, 
from absolute immersion to riding the wave and sitting on a board looking back to the land's 
horizon. Derived from dream, from memory, from the ephemeral experience the ocean can 
give to those who love it, Evans's paintings have been exhibited throughout the U.S. and 
Europe. "Picasso said, 'Painting isn't an aesthetic operation; it's a form of magic designed 
as a mediator between this strange, hostile world and us, a way of seizing the power by 
giving form to our terrors as well as our desires,'" says Evans. "And I wonder, could he 
have been talking about surfing, too? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


